[Results of static perimetry in subclinical optic neuritis in multiple sclerosis].
Static perimetry of the central visual field was performed using Harms apparatus and Friedmann's analyser in 20 M.S. patients with subclinical optic neuritis at least for one eye. Sub-clinical optic neuritis was defined as delayed or absent pattern reversal visual evoked potentials (VEPs) associated with normal routine ophthalmological examination (visual acuity, optic fundi, colour vision, kinetic perimetry). Results in patients were compared to data obtained in 22 control subjects, matched for age. A highly significant loss of mean retinal sensitivity was observed in the 20 central degrees of the visual field of eyes with abnormal VEPs. Central relative scotomata were disclosed in 18 of the 33 eyes with abnormal VEPs. Static perimetry was found to be abnormal, for at least one eye, in 15 in the 20 M.S. patients. Thus abnormal VEPs in M.S. are often associated to a lowered capacity to detect a stationary stimulus in the central visual field. The Friedmann's visual field analyser allows a quick and reliable evaluation of the loss of retinal sensitivity in M.S. patients.